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ARDY & vz crt fcr Cla G’peratioim :

Lo parpose of this. msmom&dmn is o &.viéw tha
suaport 30’!' CIA parzmilitary cpersticas i Luacs,

| 1,
watter of ARLY

- A8 you mey cucall, thie has boon the subject of pue viou« dlg-
- cassicns s coryespondence over the last two y:.; a which have,

'Lowevw. 2.a€ Je* Ied to a reselation i the prcmwa.

2, “z cm. ::rauws; fn Laos have demu:mtmted

ockivensss IDF in wroviding. & significant input to G
'if atinue .,iation' ..11-sonrce date gystemn of intelligencs vend

: ad¢dition to coniributing to the (dentification of hard w
cﬁ cal air strikes a"ainst euerny forces im Luss, the &
.n.O’UCt hss been of considerable value .;s a direct suppoct

maeehinism for CIA irregulnx' operations ‘which hove b
to increagin enemy presiures awa..d several forwasd
- gitow in "for;h Lags,  As s :sycc i ca.»e, the Vic,nt...
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3. Unfortunat&ly, the presen% 53;&“*3 of t:askiszg, ALDE

covereyge thooush eut-ot-ccumry cou: L.d channels and the
:ze.sm‘smty a‘:m a.m‘m:r" nating Laos prioriites o clher areas of

sia hos proved both f::vntur.«um; an ime.‘*"czc“u aud
saitfe. ,..sa xiad of eouiinuous t:.;:;;e: arers coverage
santize 10 « jlective wiiiivziion ef AR DF capa‘ailﬁiﬁes;
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‘Vientiane, was authorized in- Mareh 1588 to tagk ARDYF aircraft
. for missions in Laos. anhough the tagking was to be indirect
‘since requirements had to be levied through COMUSMACTHAL to

- L&ds received automatlc weapons five md COMUSMACY canceued
© a1l such flights, rocommendlng that coverage be continued in
. South Laos. Inasmuch ag Site: 36 4n North Laos was then under

. be reinstated but this request was turned down by CINCPAC, s
2T April 1968 CIA Headquarters met with Mr, Paul Nitze, Dcputy
‘ Secretary of Defensze, to revlew the .&RDF covcrage of Lacs and -

Ty ' ¢ . . v [l 'nd x

For- examplo, rollowing lenrrthy negotmtiaua. tbe Chief of "tation. o
COMUSMACV. Ch 29 March 1968 an ARDE sircraft in North
imminent threat of attack, it was requeated that ARDF cavsrage

as a result of this meeting, ARDY ‘coverage was refnstated through

- 1 July 1868, - In & 23 May 1068 messgage reaponding to Vieniiane

Station's request. for assigument of BC-47 aireraft to the Laos

. ARDF mission on a permauent basis, CINCPAC reiterated \KACV‘B
. priority for utilizing assigned ARDF asaeta to -support combat
" . operations in South Vietnam and cover the. {n: Yratign. corridora.
- .Although approving ARDF cwerage ‘of Site 38:at that tima,”
o CINCPAC's message stated: |"While the desirability of ¢
. #éive Laos~wide ARDF coverage: i rccognlzed, ‘there are' 1
7 cient agsets within CINCPAC, tu provide ¢cverage ‘to the extent e
“i0 0 requested by Vientiane Station,” The message reguested that mm, v
S give fall consideration to. auppbrt ‘of Agency requirements az .
' 'priorities dictated and wmdn the’ llmltatmns of avaﬂab!& reaourcew T

t 'sufxi-' =

It {5 our- understanding that in, addition to the curreut

we inventury af 103 ARDF aivoraft in South’ Vietnam. 23 additional
 ARDF aircraft are being procured by the’ Departm#:nt of Defenss
" .and are gcheduled for delivery to South Vietnam beginning in
- Getober 1966,  In light of thie increass in the number of SRDF. .
aircraft in Southeast Asia, I weuld like to determi;ne whether carrent
. and envisaged priorities will: permit the positioning of three EC~4Vts
" in Thailand for direct tasking om & continbing basis by the Chief of
- Station, Vientisne,  in. codrdination with the Ambassador aund appro~ .- -
. priate attaché elements, % am aware of the priodty nature of ARDF
gtargetu in V!ctnm and appreciate that theae may rcqutre the -
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' dedication of. sll ARDF alreralt vailable in the ares, To fngure

.

thia masdnauba. exploitatioa of our p&ramﬂitary assets in Laos.

"~ however, 1 want to explore, evory avenue possibla to get the

= ARDF coverage wa need.

o’

5. I wauld therefore, appraciate hearing from you aa

to lﬁvhether ARDF aircraft can be made available at present or m‘ |
 the Mmedmte futnre to meet our contming requ!nmenta. co :
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